due to misinformation on the part of the mother. As an example of this, the misuse of the term 'weaning' might be cited. Instead of being used to denote that the infant was being taken off the breast, it was found by perusal of the cards that often the term meant that the infant was being put on to a mixed diet, either from the bottle or the breast. All information that was thus equivocal had to be discarded. The details relating to the sixth month was also investigated, and called the ' sixth month figures.' As the information on the cards is less definite at six months than on the first visit, much of the information could not be used, hence the ' sixth month figures ' are always based on smaller numbers than the ' first visit figures.' For example, the nurse might not visit on the sixth month or the parent might not be at home then. If, by way of illustration, the information showed that dried milk was being used on the fourth month, and also on the seventh month, then it might safely be deduced that a similar type of feeding was in use on the sixth month. On the other hand, if the fourth and seventh months showed different methods of feeding, this information could not be used.
To demonstrate the well-known decline in breast-feeding that has taken place, the earliest available cards were examined. These related to the year 1920. There were few of these cards, and only 136 could be used, although there were 1666 births in the borough in that year. In order to get figures that might be statistically significant the figures of 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923 and 1924 , with 136, 138, 184, 255 and 455 cards respectively were added together, to get a more significant total of 1168 to compare with later vears. For comparison the years 1930 and 1938 were chosen, the latter year being the last full normal period before the onset of the present war. These figures naturally relate to a period before the introduction of the national milk schemes.
FEEDING AT There was thus no significant difference at the first visit between the two districts. From this table it will be seen that there is a greater decline in breastfeeding at the age of six months among the poorer mothers than there is among the better off. In both districts the percentage of mothers breast feeding their children at six months who still feed them at ten months or over is negligible, This evidence suggests that the heavy air-raids have had little effect on breast-feeding, except perhaps that the decline seems to have been stayed at the sixth month period.
